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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS - DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 21A.14.010 - 21A.14.040 
 
 21A.14.010  Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to improve the quality of development by 
providing building and site design standards that: 
 A.  Reduce the visual impact of large residential buildings from adjacent streets and properties; 
 B.  Enhance the aesthetic character of large residential buildings; 
 C.  Contain sufficient flexibility of standards to encourage creative and innovative site and 
building design; 
 D.  Meet the on-site recreation needs of project residents; 
 E.  Enhance aesthetics and environmental protection through site design; and 
 F.  Allow for continued or adaptive reuse of historic resources while preserving their historic and 
architectural integrity.  (Ord. 11621 § 45, 1994: 10870 § 361, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.020  General layout standards.  For residential developments in the UR and R zones: 
 A.  The maximum length of blocks shall be 1,320 feet; and 
 B.  Except for corner lots, lots for single detached dwellings shall not have street frontage along 
two sides unless one of said streets is a neighborhood collector street or an arterial street.  (Ord. 10870 § 
362, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.025  Cottage housing development.  For cottage housing developments in the R4-R8 
zones: 
 A.  The total area of the common open space must be at least two hundred and fifty square feet 
per unit and at least fifty percent of the units must be clustered around the common space. 
 B.  The total floor area of each unit, including any enclosed parking, is limited to one thousand 
two hundred square feet.  The footprint of each unit, including any enclosed parking, is limited to nine 
hundred square feet.  A front or wraparound porch of up to one hundred square feet is permitted and is 
not to be included in the floor area or footprint calculation. 
 C.  Fences within the cottage housing unit development are limited to three feet in height.  
Fences along the perimeter of the cottage housing development are limited to six feet. 
 D.  Individual cottage housing units must be at least ten feet apart.  (Ord. 15245 § 8, 2005:  Ord. 
15032 § 18, 2004). 
 
 21A.14.030  Lot segregations - Zero lot line development.  In any UR or R zone or in the NB 
zone on property designated commercial outside of center in the urban area, interior setbacks may be 
modified during subdivision or short subdivision review as follows: 
 A.  If a building is proposed to be located within a normally required interior setback: 
   1.  An easement shall be provided on the abutting lot of the subdivision that is wide enough to 
ensure a 10-foot separation between the walls of structures on adjoining lots, except as provided for 
common wall construction; 
   2.  The easement area shall be free of permanent structures and other obstructions that would 
prevent normal repair and maintenance of the structure's exterior; 
   3.  Buildings utilizing reduced setbacks shall not have doors that open directly onto the private 
yard areas of abutting property.  Windows in such buildings shall not be oriented toward such private yard 
areas unless they consist of materials such as glass block, textured glass, or other opaque materials, and 
shall not be capable of being opened, except for clerestory-style windows or skylights; and 
   4.  The final plat or short plat shall show the approximate location of buildings proposed to be 
placed in a standard setback area. 
 B.  In the UR or R zones, setbacks on existing individual lots may be modified provided that the 
standards set forth in subsection A.1 of this section are met.  (Ord. 12522 § 5, 1996:  Ord. 11978 § 6, 
1995:  Ord. 10870 § 363, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.040  Lot segregations - clustered development.  Residential lot clustering is allowed in 
the R, UR and RA zones.  If residential lot clustering is proposed, the following requirements shall be met:   
 A.  In the R zones, any designated open space tract resulting from lot clustering shall not be 
altered or disturbed except as specified on recorded documents creating the open space.  Open spaces 
may be retained under ownership by the subdivider, conveyed to residents of the development or 
conveyed to a third party.  If access to the open space is provided, the access shall be located in a 
separate tract; 
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 B.  In the RA zone: 
   1.  No more than eight lots of less than two and one-half acres shall be allowed in a cluster; 
   2.  No more than eight lots of less than two and one-half acres shall be served by a single cul-
de-sac street;  
   3.  Clusters containing two or more lots of less than two and one-half acres, whether in the 
same or adjacent developments, shall be separated from similar clusters by at least one hundred twenty 
feet; 
   4.  The overall amount, and the individual degree of clustering shall be limited to a level that can 
be adequately served by rural facilities and services, including, but not limited to, on-site sewage disposal 
systems and rural roadways;  
   5.  A fifty-foot Type II landscaping screen, as defined in K.C.C. 21A.16.040, shall be provided 
along the frontage of all public roads.  The planting materials shall consist of species that are native to the 
Puget Sound region.  Preservation of existing healthy vegetation is encouraged and may be used to 
augment new plantings to meet the requirements of this section; 
   6.  Except as provided in subsection B.7. of this section, open space tracts created by clustering 
in the RA zone shall be designated as permanent open space.  Acceptable uses within open space tracts 
are passive recreation, with no development of active recreational facilities, natural-surface pedestrian 
and equestrian foot trails and passive recreational facilities.  A resource tract created under K.C.C. 
16.82.152.E. may be considered an open space tract for purposes of this subsection B.6; 
   7.  In the RA zone a resource land tract may be created through a cluster development in lieu of 
an open space tract.  A resource tract created under K.C.C. 16.82.152.E. may be considered a resource 
tract for purposes of this subsection B.7.  The resource land tract may be used as a working forest or 
farm if the following provisions are met: 
     a.  Appropriateness of the resource land tract for forestry or agriculture has been determined 
by the county; 
     b.  The subdivider shall prepare a forest management plan, that must be reviewed and 
approved by the King County department of natural resources and parks, or a farm management plan, if 
a plan is required under K.C.C. chapter 21A.30, that must be developed by the King Conservation 
District.  The criteria for management of a resource land tract established through a cluster development 
in the RA zone shall be set forth in a public rule.  The criteria must assure that forestry or farming will 
remain as a sustainable use of the resource land tract and, except as otherwise provded for resource 
tracts created pursuant to K.C.C. 16.82.152.E, that structures supportive of forestry and agriculture may 
be allowed in the resource land tract.  The criteria must also set impervious surface limitations and 
identify the type of buildings or structures that will be allowed within the resource land tract; 
     c.  The recorded plat or short plat shall designate the resource land tract as a working forest or 
farm; 
     d.  Resource land tracts that are conveyed to residents of the development shall be retained in 
undivided interest by the residents of the subdivision or short subdivision; 
     e.  A homeowners association shall be established to assure implementation of the forest 
management plan or farm management plan if the resource land tract is retained in undivided interest by 
the residents of the subdivision or short subdivision; 
     f.  The subdivider shall file a notice with the King County department of executive services, 
records, elections and licensing services division.  The required contents and form of the notice shall be 
set forth in a public rule.  The notice shall inform the property owner or owners that the resource land tract 
is designated as a working forest or farm, that must be managed in accordance with the provisions 
established in the approved forest management plan or farm management plan; 
     g.  The subdivider shall provide to the department proof of the approval of the forest 
management plan or farm management plan and the filing of the notice required in subsection B.7.f. of 
this section before recording of the final plat or short plat; 
     h.  The notice shall run with the land; and 
     i.  Natural-surface pedestrian and equestrian foot trails, passive recreation, and passive 
recreational facilities, with no development of active recreational facilities, are allowed uses in resource 
land tracts; and 
   8.  The requirements of subsection B.1., 2., or 3. of this subsection may be modified or waived 
by the director if the property is encumbered by critical areas containing habitat for, or there is the 
presence of, species listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act when it is 
necessary to protect the habitat; and 
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 C.  In the R-1 zone, open space tracts created by clustering required by K.C.C. 21A.12.030 shall 
be located and configured to create urban separators and greenbelts as required by the Comprehensive 
Plan, or subarea plans or open space functional plans, to connect and increase protective buffers for 
critical areas, to connect and protect wildlife habitat corridors designated by the Comprehensive Plan and 
to connect existing or planned public parks or trails.  The department may require open space tracts 
created under this subsection to be dedicated to an appropriate managing public agency or qualifying 
private entity such as a nature conservancy.  In the absence of such a requirement, open space tracts 
shall be retained in undivided interest by the residents of the subdivision or short subdivision.  A 
homeowners association shall be established for maintenance of the open space tract.  (Ord. 15606 § 17, 
2006:  Ord. 15051 § 129, 2004:  Ord. 15032 § 19, 2004:  Ord. 14199 § 234, 2001:  Ord. 14259 § 8, 2001:  
Ord. 14045 § 25, 2001:  Ord. 13022 § 19, 1998:  Ord. 12822 § 8, 1997:  Ord. 11621 § 47, 1994:   10870 § 
364, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.050  Lot segregations - UR zone reserve tract.  Subdivision of UR zoned property of 
ten or more acres shall be required to be clustered and a reserve tract shall be created for future 
development in accordance with the following: 
 A.  The reserve tract shall be no less than seventy-five percent of the net developable area of the 
property to be subdivided. 
 B.  The reserve tract shall be configured to contain lands with topography and natural features 
that allow future conversion of the reserve tract to residential development at urban densities. 
 C.  The reserve tract may contain a single dwelling unit, only if: 
   1.  The unit was included in the overall density calculations for the original subdivision creating 
the reserve tract; and 
   2.  The unit was noted on the face of the original subdivision (plat or short plat). 
 D.  The reserve tract shall not be altered or disturbed except as specified on the face of the 
original subdivision (plat or short plat). 
 E.  The reserve tract may be retained under the ownership of the subdivider, conveyed to 
residents of the subdivisions, or conveyed to a third party. Regardless of ownership of the reserve tract, 
all restrictions relative to the reserve tract shall apply. 
 F.  The reserve tract shall not be used to satisfy the recreation space requirement of the original 
subdivision. 
 G.  The layout of the lots and roadways created in the original subdivision shall facilitate future 
development of the reserve tract. 
 H.  The reserve tract shall not be eligible for further subdivision until such time that 
reclassification of the reserve tract occurs in accordance with the community plan area zoning process 
outlined in K.C.C. 20.08.030. 
 I.  Any proposed subsequent development on the reserve tract shall be governed by the 
development standards in effect at the time of such development. (Ord. 15032 § 20, 2004:  Ord. 15032 § 
20, 2004:  Ord. 10870 § 365, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.060  Townhouse development.  In the R-1 through R-8 zones and in the NB zone on 
property designated commercial outside of center in the urban area, a building that contains a grouping of 
attached townhouse units shall not exceed a 200-foot maximum length without a separation of at least 10 
feet from other groupings or rows of townhouses.  (Ord. 12522 § 6, 1996:  Ord. 11978 § 7, 1995: Ord. 
10870 § 366, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.070  Attached dwellings and group residences - Applicability.  The standards of 
K.C.C. 21A.14.080 through 21A.14.090 shall apply to all new apartment developments exceeding four 
dwelling units, new townhouse development and new group residences except Class I Community 
Residential Facilities ("CRF-I").  Expansions of existing development that involve four or more dwelling 
units shall be subject to compliance with K.C.C. 21A.14.080 to 21A.14.090.  (Ord. 13086 § 3, 1998:  Ord. 
10870 § 367, 1993). 
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 21A.14.080  Attached dwellings and group residences - Vehicular access and parking 
location. 
 A.  On sites abutting an alley constructed to a width of at least 20 feet, apartment and townhouse 
development and all group residences except Class I Community Residential Facilities ("CRF-I") shall 
have parking areas placed to the rear of buildings with primary vehicular access via the alley, except 
when waived by the director due to physical site limitations. 
 B.  When alley access is provided, no additional driveway access from the public street shall be 
allowed except as necessary to access parking under the structure or for fire protection. 
 C.  When the number of uncovered common parking spaces for attached dwellings and group 
residences exceed 30 spaces and when there is alley access, no more than 50 percent of these 
uncovered parking spaces shall be permitted between the street property line and any building, except 
when authorized by the director due to physical site limitations.  (Ord. 11978 § 8, 1995:  Ord. 10870 § 
368, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.090  Attached dwellings and group residences - Building facade modulation.  
Apartment and townhouse developments and all group residences shall provide building facade 
modulation on facades exceeding 60 feet and facing abutting streets or properties zoned R-1 through R-
4.  The following standards shall apply: 
 A.  The maximum wall length without modulation shall be 30 feet; and 
 B.  The sum of the modulation depth and the modulation width shall be no less than eight feet.  
Neither the modulation depth nor the modulation width shall be less than two feet. 
 C.  Any other technique approved by the director that achieves the intent of this section.  (Ord. 
11978 § 9, 1995:  Ord. 10870 § 369, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.110  Mixed use development - Percentages of residential uses. Residential uses in 
mixed use developments shall be subject to the following limits: 
 A.  A maximum of fifty percent of the total built floor area when located in NB zones; and 
 B.  A maximum of seventy-five percent of the total built floor area when located in CB, RB and O 
zones provided that the total percentage may be increased by an additional ten percent with the approval 
of the director.  (Ord. 11978 § 11, 1995:  Ord. 10870 § 371, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.120  Mixed use development - Residential density.   Base residential density for mixed 
use developments shall be determined using total site area according to K.C.C. 21A.12.040A.  (Ord. 
10870 § 372, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.130  Mixed use development - Building floor area. 
 A.  For mixed use developments that utilize at least 25 percent of building square footage for 
residential uses in the NB zone and at least 50 percent of building square footage in the CB, RB or O 
zones, the building floor area ratio shall be as follows: 
   1.   1.5/1 in NB zones; 
   2.  3.5/1 in CB zones; and 
   3.  4.0/1 in RB and O zones; 
 B.  Building floor area ratios of subsection A may be increased when all required parking is 
contained within a common parking structure, as follows: 
   1.  2.0/1 in NB zones; 
   2.  4.5/1 in CB zones; and 
   3.  5.0/1 in RB and O zones.  (Ord. 11978 § 12, 1995:  Ord. 10870 § 373, 1993). 
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 21A.14.135  Mixed use development – design features.  Mixed-use development permitted by 
K.C.C. chapter 21A.08 shall incorporate the following design features: 
 A.  Residential and nonresidential uses proposed for mixed-use development shall be only those 
uses permitted in the zone, as established by K.C.C. chapter 21A.08;  
 B.  If residential and nonresidential uses are proposed for the same structure, nonresidential uses 
shall occupy the lower levels.  The director may waive this requirement under the following 
circumstances: 
   1.  If the structure is located on a sloping lot that provides access from upper levels or from 
multiple levels.  In such cases, the nonresidential use may be located on the levels that exit onto the 
primary pedestrian streets; or 
   2.  If views from the upper levels are valuable amenities that would help assure success of the 
nonresidential uses, such as a restaurant; 
 C.  Mixed-use development shall provide off-street parking behind or to the side of buildings, or 
enclosed within buildings consistent with K.C.C. 21A.18.030.  Relief from this requirement may be 
granted by the director only if the applicant can demonstrate that there is no practical site design to meet 
this requirement.  The director may allow only the number of parking spaces that cannot be 
accommodated to the rear or sides of buildings, or enclosed within buildings, to be located to the front of 
buildings.  A twenty percent reduction of required parking is allowed if a mixed-use development meets 
the criteria of K.C.C. 21A.18.040 for shared parking.  (Ord. 14045 § 26, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.145  Mixed use development - phasing - required plans, requirements, covenants, 
recordings -- review and approval. When residential and commercial uses are proposed to be 
contained in separate structures and the structures containing residential uses are proposed to be built 
prior to those containing commercial uses, then a commercial site development permit shall be required 
and as well as the following:   
 A.  The applicant shall submit a site plan showing the entire mixed use development.  The plan 
shall show project features including the location of the residential and commercial structures, parking 
areas, landscaping planters, sidewalks, and pedestrian linkages.  The plan shall be drawn to scale and 
provide sufficient detail to ensure all zoning and development standards are met for the entire 
development. 
 B.  Infrastructure plans, including storm drainage facilities, shall be sized to accommodate the 
needs of the entire mixed use development.  The infrastructure shall be installed with the first phase of 
the development up to or near the commercial building(s) unless the applicant demonstrates to the 
department's satisfaction that there is potential for significant damage to the infrastructure during the 
construction of any later phase of construction. 
 C.  For the purpose of informing future property owners of limitations on future development 
because of the mixed use provisions of this title, the applicant shall record a covenant on the property 
that states the restrictions upon the remaining portions of the site that they shall only be used for 
commercial uses.  The covenant shall be recorded prior to the issuance of the building permit for the 
residential structure(s).  The covenant shall be subject to review and approval by the department.  (Ord. 
13851 § 1, 2000). 
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 21A.14.150  Mobile home parks - Standards for existing parks. 
 A.  Mobile home parks established prior to the effective date of this code shall continue to be 
governed by all standards relating to density, setbacks, landscaping and off-street parking in effect at the 
time they were approved. 
 B.  Placement of new accessory structures and replacement mobile homes, either standard or 
nonstandard, in these mobile home parks shall be governed by the dimensional standards in effect when 
the parks were approved, unless two or more replacement mobile homes are proposed to be installed 
adjacent to each other under the flexible setback option set forth in K.C.C. 21A.14.170.  Where internal 
setbacks are not specified, the average of the prevailing setbacks on the pads to either side of the 
proposed new or replacement structure shall apply.  
 C.  No spaces or pads in an existing mobile home park shall be used to accommodate 
recreational vehicles (RVs), except when the spaces or pads were specifically for RVs at the time the 
park was established. 
 D.  An existing mobile home park may be enlarged, provided the proposed enlargement meets 
the standards set forth in K.C.C. 21A.14.160 and K.C.C. 21A.14.170. 
 E.  Both insignia and non-insignia mobile homes may be installed in established parks, provided 
that all mobile homes supported by piers shall be fully skirted, and that nonstandard mobile homes shall 
meet the minimum livability and safety requirements set forth in K.C.C. Title 16, Building Code and 
Construction Standards.  (Ord. 10870 § 375, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.160  Mobile home parks - Standards for new parks.  New mobile home parks shall be 
developed subject to the following standards: 
 A.  A mobile home park shall be at least three acres in area; 
 B.  Residential densities in a mobile home park shall be as follows: 
   1.  Six dwellings per acre in R-4 zone; 
   2.  The base density of the zone in which the park is located in all R-6 through R-48 zones; and 
   3.  Mobile home parks shall be eligible to achieve the maximum density permitted in the zone by 
providing the affordable housing benefit for mobile home parks set forth in K.C.C. 21A.34; 
 C.  Both insignia and non-insignia mobile homes may be installed in mobile home parks, provided 
that non-insignia mobile homes shall meet the minimum livability and safety requirements set forth in 
K.C.C. Title 16, Building Code; 
 D.  A mobile home park shall be exempt from impervious surface limits set forth in K.C.C. 21A.12; 
 E.  At least one of the off-street parking spaces required for each mobile home shall be located 
on or adjacent to each mobile home pad; 
 F.  Internal roads and sidewalks shall provide access to each mobile home space and shall be 
constructed in accordance with the adopted King County road standards for residential minor access 
streets; 
 G.  There shall be a minimum of ten feet of separation maintained between all mobile homes on 
the site, unless the flexible setback option set forth in K.C.C. 21A.14.170 is used.  Accessory structures 
shall be located no closer than: 
   1.  Ten feet to mobile homes on adjacent spaces, unless constructed of noncombustible 
materials, in which case the minimum setback shall be five feet; 
   2.  Five feet to accessory structures of mobile homes on adjacent spaces; and 
   3.  Five feet to the mobile home or other accessory structures on the same space, except a 
carport or garage may be attached to the mobile home, and the separation may be waived when such 
structures are constructed of noncombustible materials; 
 H.  All mobile homes and RVs supported by piers shall be fully skirted; and 
 I.  A mobile home park may include a storage area for RVs owned by residents of the park, 
provided the storage area contains no utility hook-ups and no RV within the storage area shall be used as 
living quarters.  (Ord. 11802 § 6, 1995: Ord. 10870 § 376, 1993). 
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 21A.14.170  Mobile home parks - Alternative design standards.  As an alternative to the 
building separation and internal street standards of K.C.C. 21A.14.160: 
 A.  Building separation requirements or setbacks between mobile homes and accessory 
structures on adjacent spaces may be modified, provided: 
   1.  The common walls meet the fire protection standards set forth in the Uniform Building Code 
and the standards set forth in the Uniform Fire Code for duplexes, multifamily and condominium 
developments, as applicable; and 
   2.  Rental agreement clauses, by-laws or other legal mechanisms stipulate maintenance 
responsibilities for structures, fences and yards; 
 B.  Private streets may be used with a minimum driving surface of 22 feet in width, provided: 
   1.  The streets comply in all other respects with the road standards; 
   2.  All required parking is located off-street and as specified in K.C.C. 21A.14.160E; and 
   3.  Such streets shall not: 
     a.  directly connect two or more points of vehicular access to the park; or 
     b.  serve over 100 dwelling units within the park.  (Ord. 10870 § 377, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.180  On-site recreation - space required. 
 A.  Residential developments of more than four units in the UR and R-4 through R-48 zones, 
stand-alone townhouse developments in the NB zone on property designated commercial outside of 
center in the urban area of more than four units, and mixed-use developments of more than four units, 
shall provide recreation space for leisure, play and sport activities as follows: 
   1.  Residential subdivision, townhouses and apartments developed at a density of eight units or 
less per acre:  three hundred ninety square feet per unit; 
   2.  Mobile home park:  two hundred sixty square feet per unit; 
   3.  Residential subdivisions developed at a density of greater than eight units per ackre:  one 
hundred seventy square feet per unit; and 
   4.  Apartments and townhouses developed at a density of greater than eight units per acre and 
mixed use: 
     a.  Studio and one bedroom:  ninety square feet per unit; 
     b.  Two bedrooms:  one hundred seventy square feet per unit; and 
     c.  Three or more bedrooms:  one hundred seventy square feet per unit. 
 B.  Recreation space shall be placed in a designated recreation space tract if part of a 
subdivision.  The tract shall be dedicated to a homeowner's association or other workable organization 
acceptable to the director, to provide continued maintenance of the recreation space tract consistent with 
K.C.C. 21A.14.200. 
 C.  Any recreation space located outdoors that is not part of a storm water tract developed in 
accordance with subsection F. of this section shall: 
   1.  Be of a grade and surface suitable for recreation improvements and have a maximum grade 
of five percent; 
   2.  Be on the site of the proposed development; 
   3.  Be located in an area where the topography, soils, hydrology and other physical 
characteristics are of such quality as to create a flat, dry, obstacle-free space in a configuration that 
allows for passive and active recreation; 
   4.  Be centrally located with good visibility of the site from roads and sidewalks; 
   5.  Have no dimensions less than thirty feet, except trail segments; 
   6.  Be located in one designated area, unless the director determines that residents of large 
subdivisions, townhouses and apartment developments would be better served by multiple areas 
developed with recreation or play facilities; 
   7.  Have a street roadway or parking area frontage along ten percent or more of the recreation 
space perimeter, except trail segments, if the required outdoor recreation space exceeds five thousand 
square feet and is located in a single detached or townhouse subdivision; 
   8.  Be accessible and convenient to all residents within the development; and 
   9.  Be located adjacent to, and be accessible by, trail or walkway to any existing or planned 
municipal, county or regional park, public open space or trail system, which may be located on adjoining 
property. 
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 D.  Indoor recreation areas may be credited towards the total recreation space requirement, if the 
director determines that the areas are located, designed and improved in a manner that provides 
recreational opportunities functionally equivalent to those recreational opportunities available outdoors. 
For senior citizen assisted housing, indoor recreation areas need not be functionally equivalent but may 
include social areas, game and craft rooms, and other multipurpose entertainment and education areas. 
 E.  Play equipment or age appropriate facilities shall be provided within dedicated recreation 
space areas according to the following requirements: 
   1.  For developments of five dwelling units or more, a tot lot or children’s play area, that includes 
age appropriate play equipment and benches, shall be provided consistent with K.C.C. 21A.14.190; 
   2.  For developments of five to twenty-five dwelling units, one of the following recreation facilities 
shall be provided in addition to the tot lot or children’s play area: 
     a.  playground equipment; 
     b.  sport court; 
     c.  sport field; 
     d.  tennis court; or 
     e.  any other recreation facility proposed by the applicant and approved by the director; 
   3.  For developments of twenty-six to fifty dwelling units, at least two or more of the recreation 
facilities listed in subsection E.2. of this section shall be provided in addition to the tot lot or children’s play 
area; and 
   4.  For developments of more than fifty dwelling units, one or more of the recreation facilities 
listed in subsection E.2. of this section shall also be provided for every twenty-five dwelling units in 
addition to the tot lot or children’s play area.  If calculations result in a fraction, the fraction shall be 
rounded to the nearest whole number as follows: 
     a.  Fractions of 0.50 or above shall be rounded up; and 
     b.  Fractions below 0.50 shall be rounded down. 
 F.  In subdivisions, recreation areas that are contained within the on-site stormwater tracts, but 
are located outside of the one hundred year design water surface, may be credited for up to fifty percent 
of the required square footage of the on-site recreation space requirement on a foot-per-foot basis, 
subject to the following criteria: 
   1.  The stormwater tract and any on-site recreation tract shall be contiguously located.  At final 
plat recording, contiguous stormwater and recreation tracts shall be recorded as one tract and dedicated 
to the homeowner's association or other organization as approved by the director;  
   2.  The drainage facility shall be constructed to meet the following conditions: 
     a.  The side slope of the drainage facility shall not exceed thirty-three percent unless slopes 
are existing, natural and covered with vegetation; 
     b.  A bypass system or an emergency overflow pathway shall be designed to handle flow 
exceeding the facility design and located so that it does not pass through active recreation areas or 
present a safety hazard;  
     c.  The drainage facility shall be landscaped and developed for passive recreation 
opportunities such as trails, picnic areas and aesthetic viewing; and 
     d.  The drainage facility shall be designed so they do not require fencing under the King 
County Surface Water Design Manual. 
 G.  When the tract is a joint use tract for a drainage facility and recreation space, King County is 
responsible for maintenance of the drainage facility only and requires a drainage easement for that 
purpose. 
 H.  A recreation space plan shall be submitted to the department and reviewed and approved 
with engineering plans. 
   1.  The recreation space plans shall address all portions of the site that will be used to meet 
recreation space requirements of this section, including drainage facility.  The plans shall show 
dimensions, finished grade, equipment, landscaping and improvements, as required by the director, to 
demonstrate that the requirements of the on-site recreation space in K.C.C. 21A.14.180 and play areas in 
K.C.C. 21A.14.190 have been met. 
   2.  If engineering plans indicate that the on-site drainage facility or stormwater tract must be 
increased in size from that shown in preliminary approvals, the recreation plans must show how the 
required minimum recreation space under K.C.C. 21A.14.180.A. will be met.  (Ord. 15606 § 18, 2006:  
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Ord. 15051 § 130, 2004:  Ord. 14429 § 4, 2002:  Ord. 14045 § 31, 2001:  Ord. 12522 § 7, 1996:  Ord. 
11978 § 13, 1995:  Ord. 11621 § 48, 1994:  Ord. 10870 § 378, 1993). 
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS - DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 21A.14.185 - 21A.14.200 
 
 21A.14.185  Recreation space - fees in lieu of. 
 A.  The creation of on-site recreation space shall be the preferred method of providing new 
development with opportunities for leisure, play and sports activities.  Applicants shall to the best of their 
ability endeavor to provide recreation space on the project site.  However, if on-site recreation space is 
not provided in accordance with K.C.C. 21A.14.180, the applicant shall pay a fee-in-lieu of actual 
recreation space if approved by King County.  King County acceptance of a fee-in-lieu payment is 
discretionary.  A fee-in-lieu of on-site recreation space may be permitted if the recreation space provided 
within a county park in the vicinity will be of greater benefit to the prospective residents of the 
development. 
 B.  Fees shall be determined annually by the department of parks and recreation on the basis of 
the projected market value of the required recreation space land area after development. Any recreational 
space provided by the applicant shall be credited toward the required fees. 
 C.  If recreation space credit is applied to stormwater facilities in accordance with K.C.C. 
21A.14.180E, the development loses its option to request a fee-in-lieu and the remainder of the required 
recreation space and play area must be provided on site.  (Ord. 14045 § 32, 2001:  Ord. 11621 § 49, 
1994). 
 
 21A.14.190  On-site recreation – play areas required. 

A.  All single detached subdivisions, apartment, townhouse and mixed-use developments, of 
more than four units in the UR and R-4 through R-48 zones and stand-alone townhouse developments in 
the NB zone of more than four units on property designated commercial outside of center in the urban 
area, excluding age-restricted senior citizen housing, shall provide children play areas within the 
recreation space on-site, except if facilities are available to the public that meet all of the following: 
   1.  Developed as a county, municipal or regional park; 
   2.  Located within one quarter mile walking distance; and 
   3.  Accessible without crossing any arterial street. 
 B.  Play area designs shall: 
   1.  Provide at least forty five square feet per dwelling unit, with a minimum size of four hundred 
square feet; 
   2.  Be adjacent to main pedestrian paths or near building entrances; 
   3.  Meet the requirements of K.C.C. 21A.14.180; and 
   4.  Provide play equipment that meets, at a minimum, the Consumer Product Safety Standards 
for equipment, soft surfacing and spacing.  (Ord. 14045 § 33, 2001:  Ord. 13022 § 20, 1998:  Ord. 10870 
§ 379, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.195  On-site recreation – financial guarantees for construction.  Financial 
guarantees for construction of recreation facilities required under K.C.C. 21A.14.180 and 21A.14.190 
shall be provided consistent with K.C.C. Title 27A.  (Ord. 14045 § 35, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.200  On-site recreation - maintenance of recreation space or dedication. 
 A.  Recreation space that meets the criteria in  K.C.C. 21A.14.180.C may, at the discretion of the 
department of parks and recreation, be dedicated as a park open to the public in lieu of providing the on-
site recreation required under K.C.C. 21A.14.180 if the following criteria are met: 
   1.  The dedicated area is at least ten acres in size, unless when adjacent to an existing or 
planned county park;  
   2.  The dedicated land provides one or more of the following: 
     a.  shoreline access; 
     b.  regional trail linkages; 
     c.  habitat linkages; 
     d.  recreation facilities; or 
     e.  heritage sites;  and 
   3.  The dedicated area is located within one mile of the project site. 
 B.  Unless the recreation space is dedicated to King County in accordance with subsection A of 
this section, maintenance of any recreation space retained in private ownership shall be the responsibility 
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of the owner or other separate entity capable of long-term maintenance and operation in a manner 
acceptable to the parks department.  (Ord. 14045 § 34, 2001:  Ord. 13022 § 21, 1998:  Ord. 10870 § 380, 
1993). 
 
 

(King County 9-2005) 
21A.14.210 ZONING 
 
 21A.14.210  Storage space and collection points for recyclables. Developments shall provide 
storage space for the collection of recyclables as follows: 
 A.  The storage space shall be provided at the following rates, calculated based on any new 
dwelling unit in multiple-dwelling developments and any new square feet of building gross floor area in 
any other developments: 
   1.  One and one-half square feet per dwelling unit in multiple-dwelling developments except 
where the development is participating in a county-sponsored or approved direct collection program in 
which individual recycling bins are used for curbside collection; 
   2.  Two square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in office, educational 
and institutional developments; 
   3.  Three square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in manufacturing 
and other nonresidential developments; and 
   4.  Five square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in retail 
developments. 
 B.  The storage space for residential developments shall be apportioned and located in collection 
points as follows: 
   1.  The required storage area shall be dispersed in collection points throughout the site when a 
residential development comprises more than one building. 
   2.  There shall be one collection point for every 30 dwelling units. 
   3.  Collection points may be located within residential buildings, in separate buildings/structures 
without dwelling units, or outdoors. 
   4.  Collection points located in separate buildings/structures or outdoors shall be no more than 
200 feet from a common entrance of a residential building. 
   5.  Collection points shall be located in a manner so that the swing of any collection point gate 
does not obstruct pedestrian or vehicle traffic or access to parking or that the gate swing or any hauling 
truck does not project into any public right-of-way. 
 C.  The storage space for nonresidential developments shall be apportioned and located in 
collection points as follows: 
   1.  Storage space may be allocated to a centralized collection point. 
   2.  Outdoor collection points shall not be located in any required setback areas. 
   3.  Collection points shall be located in a manner so that the swing of any collection point gate 
does not obstruct pedestrian or vehicle traffic or access to parking or that the gate swing or any hauling 
truck does not project into any public right-of-way. 
   4.  Access to collection points may be limited, except during regular business hours and/or 
specified collection hours. 
 D.  The collection points shall be designed as follows: 
   1.  Dimensions of the collection points shall be of sufficient width and depth to enclose 
containers for recyclables. 
   2.  Architectural design of any structure enclosing an outdoor collection point or any building 
primarily used to contain a collection point shall be consistent with the design of the primary structure(s) 
on the site. 
   3.  Collection points shall be identified by signs not exceeding two square feet. 
   4.  A six-foot wall or fence shall enclose any outdoor collection point, excluding collection points 
located in industrial developments that are greater than 100 feet from residentially zoned property. 
   5.  Enclosures for outdoor collection points and buildings used primarily to contain a collection 
point shall have gate openings at least 12 feet wide for haulers.  In addition, the gate opening for any 
building or other roofed structure used primarily as a collection point shall have a vertical clearance of at 
least 12 feet. 
   6.  Weather protection of recyclables shall be ensured by using weather-proof containers or by 
providing a roof over the storage area. 
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS - DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 21A.14.210 - 21A.14.220 
 
 E.  Only recyclable materials generated on-site shall be collected and stored at such collection 
points.  Except for initial sorting of recycables by users, all other processing of such materials shall be 
conducted off-site. 
 F.  The director may waive or modify specific storage space and collection point requirements set 
forth in this section if the director finds, in writing, that an alternate recycling program design proposed by 
the applicant meets the needs of the development and provides an equivalent or better level of storage 
and collection for recyclables.  (Ord. 12461 § 1, 1996:  Ord. 10870 § 381, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.220  Fences. Fences are permitted as follows: 

A.  Fences exceeding a height of six feet shall comply with the applicable street and interior 
setbacks of the zone in which the property is located, except;   
   1.  Fences located on a rockery, retaining wall, or berm within a required setback area are 
permitted subject to the following requirements; 
     a.  In R-1 through R-18, UR, RA and the resource zones: 
       (1)  The total height of the fence and the rockery, retaining wall or berm upon which the fence 
is located shall not exceed a height of ten feet.  This height shall be measured from the top of the fence to 
the ground on the low side of the rockery, retaining wall or berm; and 
       (2)  The total height of the fence itself, measured from the top of the fence to the top of the 
rockery, retaining wall or berm, shall not exceed six feet. 
     b.  In the R-24, R-48 and commercial/industrial zones, the height of the fence, measured from 
the top of the fence to the top of the rockery, retaining wall or berm, shall not exceed six feet. 
     c.  Any portion of the fence above a height of eight feet, measured to include both the fence 
and the rockery, retaining wall, or berm (as described in a1. above), shall be an open-work fence. 
 B.  Fences located on a rockery, retaining wall or berm outside required setback areas shall not 
exceed the building height for the zone, measured in accordance with the standards established in the 
King County Building Code, Title 16. 

 
 C.  Electric fences shall: 
   1.  Be permitted in all zones, provided that when placed within R-4 through R-48 zones, 
additional fencing or other barriers shall be constructed to prevent inadvertent contact with the electric 
fence from abutting property;  
   2.  Comply with the following requirements: 
     a.  An electric fence using an interrupted flow of current at intervals of about one second on 
and two seconds off shall be limited to 2,000 volts at 17 milliamp;   
     b.  An electric fence using continuous current shall be limited to 1,500 volts at seven milliamp;   
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     c.  All electric fences in the R-4 through R-48 zones shall be posted with permanent signs a 
minimum of 36 square inches in area at 50 foot intervals stating that the fence is electrified; and 
     d.  Electric fences sold as a complete and assembled unit can be installed by an owner if the 
controlling elements of the installation are certified by an A.N.S.I. approved testing agency; and 
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21A.14.220 - 21A.14.250 ZONING 
 
 D.  Except as specifically required for the necessary security related to a nonresidential use, no 
barbed or razor-wire fence shall be located in any R-4 through R-48 zone.  (Ord. 12987 § 5, 1998:  Ord. 
11621 § 50, 1994:  10870 § 382, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.225  Hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines. 

A.  Tracts and easements containing hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines and 
required setbacks from such pipelines may include the following uses, subject to other regulations 
applicable to each use and approval of the holder of the easement: utility structures not normally 
occupied necessary for the operation of the pipeline, landscaping, trails, open space, keeping of animals, 
agriculture, forestry, commercial signage, minor communication facilities and the utility structures not 
normally occupied necessary for the operation of the minor communication facility, and other compatible 
uses as specified on the face of the recorded plat or short plat; provided that structures designed for 
human occupancy shall never be allowed within pipeline tracts, easements or setbacks. 
 B.  Hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines shall not be located in aquifer recharge 
areas, landslide hazard areas or erosion hazard areas.  When it is impractical to avoid such areas, 
special engineering precautions should be taken to protect public health, safety and welfare.  (Ord. 14045 
§ 30, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.230  Trail corridors - Applicability.  Trail easements shall be provided by any 
development, except for single detached residential permits, when such developments are located within 
any community or regional trail corridor identified by an adopted King County Functional Plan or 
Community Plan identifying community and/or regional trail systems.  The residents or tenants of the 
development shall be provided access to the trail easement.  The area of the trail easement shall be 
counted as part of the site for purposes of density and floor area calculations.  (Ord. 10870 § 383, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.240  Trail corridors - Design standards.  Trail design shall be reviewed by the 
department of development and environmental services for consistency with adopted standards for: 
 A.  Width of the trail corridor; 
 B.  Location of the trail corridor on the site; 
 C.  Surfacing improvements; and 
 D.  Use(s) permitted within the corridor.  (Ord. 11621 § 51, 1994:  Ord. 10870 § 384, 1993). 
 
 21A.14.250  Trail corridors - Maintenance of trail corridors/improvements.  Maintenance of 
any trail corridor or improvements, retained in private ownership, shall be the responsibility of the owner 
or other separate entity capable of long-term maintenance and operation in a manner acceptable to the 
parks division. (Ord. 10870 § 385, 1993). 
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS - DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 21A.14.280 
 
 21A.14.280  Rural industry development standards. 

A. The purpose of the rural industries section is to establish standards for industrial (I) zoned 
development in rural areas.  Site and building designs, buffering, compatible commercial and industrial uses 
are required to maintain rural character. 
 B.  The following development standards shall apply to uses locating in the industrial (I) zone within 
the rural area; 
   1.  All uses occurring outside an enclosed building shall be screened from adjoining rural 
residential uses; 
   2.  All buildings shall be set back 50-foot from perimeter streets and from residential zoned areas; 
   3.  The total permitted floor area\lot area ratio shall not exceed 100 percent for a development 
consisting of multiple lots and 125 percent on any individual building lot; 
   4.  The total permitted impervious lot coverage shall not exceed 70 percent for a development 
consisting of multiple lots and 80 percent on any individual building lot; 
   5.  The landscaping standards set forth in K.C.C. 21A.16 are modified as follows: 
     a.  20-foot wide Type II landscaping shall be provided along exterior streets, 
     b.  20-foot wide Type I landscaping shall be provided along property lines adjacent to rural 
residential zoned areas; and  
     c.  15-foot wide Type II landscaping shall be provided along lines adjacent to nonresidential 
zoned areas. 
   6.  Outdoor lighting shall be focused downward and configured to minimize intrusion of light into 
surrounding rural residential areas; 
   7.  Refuse collection/recycling areas and loading or delivery areas shall be located at least 100 feet 
from residential areas and screened with a solid view obscuring barrier; 
   8.  Off street parking standards shall be no less than one space for every 1000 square feet of floor 
area and no greater than one space for every 500 square feet of floor area; 
   9.  Sign are allowed as follows: 
     a.  Signs shall not exceed an area of 64 square feet per sign; 
     b.  Pole signs shall not be permitted; and 
     c.  Signs shall not be internally illuminated; 
     10.  The director shall approve building design, materials and color.  Buildings shall be designed 
and use accent materials (e.g. wood and brick), non-reflective glass, and muted colors to be compatible with 
rural character; and  
     11.  Building height shall be limited to 40 feet.  (Ord. 11621 § 99, 1994). 
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 21A.14.300  Short subdivisions or short subdivision alterations -- adequacy of access – right 
of way use permits. 
 A.  Each lot within the short subdivision or short subdivision alteration shall have acceptable access 
to a street conforming to county road standards or to a lower level of improvement acceptable to the road 
engineer.  Individual lots may be served by access panhandles established either by fee ownership or 
easement, subject to approval of the division.  In order to assure safe and adequate access, the manager: 
   1.  May approve private streets, provided the private street requirements contained in Section 2.05, 
Private Streets, of the county road standards as adopted in K.C.C. chapter 14.42 are met; 
   2.  May limit direct access to certain streets and require on-site public or private streets in lieu of 
individual driveways or access panhandles, in accordance with the county road standards; 
   3.  Shall require off-site improvements to public or private streets needed to provide access from 
the short subdivision to a road acceptable to the road engineer; and 
   4.  Shall assure that the number of lots to be served by the road system complies with the road 
standards. 
 B.  Short subdivisions involving construction within county right-of-way shall obtain a right-of-way 
use permit pursuant to K.C.C. chapter 14.28.  (Ord. 13694 § 87, 1999). 
Definitions, Ordinance 13694: See K.C.C. chapter 19A.04. 
 
 21A.14.310  Proposed formal subdivisions, short subdivisions or binding site plans – 
railroad buffer strips.  Where railroads abut proposed formal subdivisions, short subdivisions or binding 
site plans, measures to provide a physical separation between the two uses shall be required.  These 
measures may include the use:  grade separations, setbacks or barriers such as walls and fences.  (Ord. 
13694 § 88, 1999). 
Definitions, Ordinance 13694: See K.C.C. chapter 19A.04. 
 
 21A.14.320  Preliminary subdivision and short subdivision approval – maintenance of private 
streets, easements and utilities required.  As a condition of preliminary subdivision and short subdivision 
approval, all private streets, easements, community utilities and properties shall be maintained by the 
owners of the property served by them and kept in good repair at all times.  In order to insure continued 
good repair, it must be demonstrated to the department prior to plat recording that: 
 A.  There is a workable organization to guarantee maintenance with a committee or group to 
administer the organizational functions; and 
 B.  There is a means for assessing maintenance costs equitably to property owners served by the 
private streets, easements, community utilities and properties.  (Ord. 13694 § 89, 1999). 
Definitions, Ordinance 13694: See K.C.C. chapter 19A.04. 
 
 21A.14.330  Preliminary subdivision and short subdivision approval – covenants relating to 
keeping livestock in the RA zone.  In the RA zone, all subdivisions and short subdivisions shall be 
recorded with a condition prohibiting any covenant that would preclude the keeping of horses or other large 
livestock.  (Ord. 14045 § 43, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.350  Rural equestrian community trail preservation – purpose.  The purposes of the 
rural equestrian community trail protection and improvement requirements set forth in this chapter are to 
promote the preservation of equestrian communities in King County as a valuable element of rural character 
and lifestyle.  King County intends to accomplish these purposes in a flexible manner that provides 
incentives to and minimizes costs to private property owners, provides protection from liability for property 
owners with trails on their property, and does not reduce permitted residential densities in subdivisions and 
short subdivisions.  (Ord. 14045 § 36, 2001). 
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DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS - DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 21A.14.360 - 21A.14.370 
 
 21A.14.360  Rural equestrian community trails – general applicability. 
 A.  The county may accept the voluntary grant of an easement for a rural equestrian community 
trails [trail] consistent with K.C.C. 21A.14.350 through 21A.14.390 from any development when such 
development contains any existing historically established rural equestrian community trail, and when 
located in the RA, A or F zones and within an equestrian community designated by the King County 
Comprehensive Plan.  The residents or tenants of the development shall be provided access to any such 
trail provided hereunder for use consistent with the function of the trail.  The area of any such trail provided 
hereunder shall be counted as part of the site for purposes of density and floor area calculations.  The 
application of this section shall not reduce the allowed density within a residential subdivision or short 
subdivision.  The county may also accept the voluntary grant of an easement for a rural equestrian 
community trail consistent with K.C.C. 21A.14.350 through 21A.14.390 when there is no development 
proposed for the property. 
 B  The rural equestrian community trails provisions apply to any property located in the RA, A or F 
zones and within an equestrian community designated by the King County Comprehensive Plan. 
   4.  Development proposals for government/business service uses denoted in the permitted use 
table in K.C.C. 21A.08.060.  (Ord. 14259 § 9, 2001:  Ord. 14045 § 37, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.365  Rural equestrian community trails - notification. 
 A.  The department shall notify every applicant for a plat, short plat, boundary line adjustment, 
clearing and grading permit, conditional use permit, building permit for new construction or additions to 
existing structures, or zone reclassification in the RA, A or F zones and within an equestrian community 
designated by the King County Comprehensive Plan on the opportunity to voluntarily grant an easement for 
a rural equestrian community trail in accordance with Ordinance 14259. 
 B.  The department shall notify the department of natural resources and parks of every application 
for a plat, short plat, boundary line adjustment, clearing and grading permit, conditional use permit, building 
permit for new construction or additions to existing structures, or zone reclassification in the RA, A or F 
zones and within an equestrian community designated by the King County Comprehensive Plan.  (Ord. 
14259 § 10, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.370  Rural equestrian community trails – authority.  The county shall accept a voluntary 
grant of easement for the preservation or relocation of a rural equestrian community trail in the RA, A or F 
zone within the Equestrian Community area designated in the King County Comprehensive Plan whenever:   
 A.  The department makes a determination in writing that: 
   1.  The equestrian community trail is listed or mapped on an inventory of equestrian community 
trails maintained by the King County parks and recreation department.  The department shall field verify the 
presence of a trail where an inventory indicates the general location of a trail that has not yet been field 
verified: 
   2.  The equestrian community trail connects to a state, county or other trail open to the public; 
   3.  The equestrian community trail, following a site inspection by the department of natural 
resources and parks, is reasonably fit for use as a rural equestrian community trail; 
   4.  If the equestrian community trail traverses or impacts an environmentally sensitive area, it can 
be modified to meet code requirements for trails in sensitive areas; and  
   5.  Permanent protection or relocation of an equestrian community trail can be accomplished 
without interference with allowed uses and development of the subject property, and the site can be 
developed without interference with the trail and allows for future owners of the property to access 
historically existing or public trails in the vicinity of the site. 
 B.  If the trail is proposed to be granted as part of a mitigation package for a development proposal, 
the department of development and environmental services determines and reports to the department of 
natural resources that permanent protection or relocation of an equestrian community trail can be 
accomplished without interference with the proposed use and development of the subject property, and the 



21A—138 

site can be developed without interference with the trail and in a manner that allows future owners of the 
property to access historically existing or public trails in the vicinity that are linked to the subject site.  The 
department of development and environmental services shall report its findings in writing.  (14259 § 11, 
2001:  Ord. 14045 § 38, 2001). 
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 21A.14.380  Rural equestrian community trails – location and design standards.  The following 
design standards apply to rural equestrian community trails provided pursuant to this chapter located within 
the RA, A or F zones and within the equestrian community designated by the King County Comprehensive 
Plan. 
 A.  An on-site rural equestrian community trail should be retained at its existing location unless that 
location impairs the use of the property as intended by the applicant.  A rural equestrian trail retained in the 
existing location shall not require any upgrades or improvements, except for maintenance required by this 
section.  The trail may be relocated to a location within the street right-of-way or to another corridor separate 
from a street right-of-way, provided that whatever alternative is used preserves the same connections as the 
original trail to an existing public park or trail in the vicinity of the subject property.  The preferred place for a 
relocated trail is out of the right-of-way or separated from the paved surface and road shoulder by a berm, 
ditch or other separation.  Trails may only be relocated to a street right-of-way when meeting the standards 
in subsection E of this section.  A tax credit pursuant to the Public Benefit Rating System may only be given 
for trails relocated off the road right-of-way.  The trail location shall be preserved by appropriate easements 
or dedications. 
 B.  Corridors for trails located outside a street right-of-way shall be ten feet wide, or six feet wide if 
the trail will be located along a property line and additional corridor space can reasonably be expected to be 
preserved on the abutting property and the corridor is not encumbered by any structures adjacent to the 
corridor. 
 C.  If permitted by K.C.C. chapter 21A.24, an existing or relocated rural equestrian community trail 
may be located in a designated sensitive area buffer. 
 D.  Rural equestrian community trails that are not located within street rights-of-way, should be 
natural, visually and functionally unobtrusive, and as low-impact as possible. 
 E.  Relocated or new rural equestrian community trails within public or private road rights-of-way 
shall be designed consistent with adopted King County Road Standards (KCRS, Section 3.11), as 
supplemented by the following standards: 
   1.  The trail shall be located to provide access to a local equestrian travel corridor through the 
project site and adjacent properties, as determined by the King County department of transportation in 
cooperation with the local equestrian community. 
   2.  The preferred design is a trail separated from the paved roadway by a berm, ditch, tree cover or 
other natural obstacle; the center of the trail tread shall be at least eight feet of horizontal distance from the 
paved roadway edge. 
   3.  When a separated trail cannot be provided, a soft-surfaced ninety-six inch-wide roadway 
shoulder path shall be installed on all roads other than local access streets, where a forty-eight inches 
shoulder path shall be sufficient. 
   4.  All trails shall have an all-weather tread of thirty-six to forty-eight inches. 
   5.  The roadway shall include appropriate surface treatment to reduce slippage at roadway/trail 
crossings. 
   6.  Appropriate signs shall be provided to indicate the location of street crossings for trails, with 
emphasis on arterials and subcollector street. 
 F.  Relocated or new rural equestrian community trails not located in a right-of-way shall be 
designed to the King County Road Standards, KCRS, Section 3.11.A.2.  (Ord. 14259 § 12, 2001 Ord. 14045 
§ 39, 2001). 
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 21A.14.390  Rural equestrian community trails - maintenance and operation. 
 A.  Once a trail easement has been granted to the county as provided by this chapter, it shall remain 
free from structural obstructions or other permanent or temporary obstacles. A rural equestrian community 
trails [trail] shall be open to the public for recreational use by equestrians and pedestrians.  Equestrian and 
pedestrian use does not include use by motor vehicles, bicycles, roller skates, skateboards or other 
mechanized modes of transportation.  However, the department of natural resources and parks may 
authorize use by motor vehicles in limited circumstances, such as for maintenance, emergencies or trail 
crossings. 
 B.  The trail easement shall set forth the responsibility for trail maintenance.  Trails within dedicated 
street rights-of-way shall be maintained by the department of transportation or its successor agency.  Trails 
within easements granted to King County shall be maintained by the department of natural resources and 
parks.  The county may contract with a local user group or parks district for maintenance of the trail. 
 C.  Trails established under this section are subject to the rules and enforcement measures for use 
of facilities for King County parks in K.C.C. chapter 7.12. 
 D.  An easement governing the use and operation of a rural equestrian community trail being 
granted under Ordinance 14259 shall be granted by the property owner to the county.  In preparing the 
easement, the department of natural resources and parks is authorized to negotiate the terms of the 
easement on matters such as the allowed use of the easement, whether the easement includes 
indemnification requirements, the maintenance of the easement, the relocation of the easement, and 
whether the easement is permanent or for a term of years, depending on the value of the property as a rural 
equestrian community trail.  The easement shall be consistent with Ordinance 14259.  (Ord. 14259 § 13, 
2001:  Ord. 14045 § 40, 2001). 
 
 21A.14.410  Rural equestrian community trails - annual report.  The executive shall report to the 
council annually by July 31 on the implementation of the rural equestrian community trail incentives and 
regulations adopted by Ordinance 14259.  The report shall include the following: 
 A.  Miles of community trail and acreage accepted in the equestrian-pedestrian trail linkage category 
of the public benefit rating system program; 
 B.  Status of field verification and mapping of community trails; 
 C.  Regulatory issues and proposed amendments; 
 D.  Implementation issues; 
 E.  Response from equestrian user groups/landowners and citizens; 
 F.  Status of agreements with other jurisdictions or private individuals/groups concerning operations 
and maintenance; 
 G.  Map of verified trails and non-verified trails; 
 H.  Costs associated with trail maintenance and improvements; and 
 I.  Other relevant information pertaining to the incentive and regulatory program. 
(Ord. 14259 § 14, 2001). 
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